
Strong Public Education Candidates:

Know about school reform and ways to 
improve public schools.
Know education policy: the federal, 
state, and local laws that govern public 
education, and the responsibilities of the
desired office.
Make public education a high priority in 
their political platform. 
Solicit opinions and viewpoints from 
citizens through polling, town meetings,
community conversations, and face-to-
face discussions. 
Have prior experience with public 
education policy.
Have a clear message about public
education priorities.
Have a realistic funding plan to support 
public education improvements and 
ensure adequate resources for all 
schools.
Communicate who will be held 
accountable for student and school
performance.

Public Education Network, a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization,
does not endorse the election or defeat of any candidate or party.

         About Public Education Network 
Public Education Network (PEN) is a national
association of local education funds (LEFs) and
individuals working to advance public school
reform in low-income communities across our
country. PEN seeks to build public demand and
mobilize resources for quality public education
for all children. PEN believes that community
engagement is the missing ingredient in school
reform, and that the level of public involvement
ultimately determines the quality of education
provided by public schools.

About Local Education Funds (LEFs)
Local education funds are community-based
advocacy organizations uniquely positioned to
engage local citizens in public education reform.
Independent of their local school districts, LEFs 
work closely with public school administrators,
teachers, and boards, and partner with parents,
community leaders, businesses, and students.

To learn more about PEN, LEFs, and public
education in America today, visit

www.PublicEducation.org.
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PEN’s Vision 
Every day, in every community, every

child in America benefits from a
quality public education
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